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CALIFORNIA 
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MAY, 1929 


A MESSAGE 


“THE OBJECT of the association shall be to further 
the interest of libraries and librarians in educational 
institutions.” 

As the California School Library Association has 
been gaining strength and vigor, its members have 
undertaken new enterprises. This first number of 
the Bulletin is issued by the Northern Section of 
the C. S. L. A. with the hope that others may fol- 
low it, and that it may be a means of uniting our 
members through the service such a bulletin gives. 
We hope that this publication will be an exchange 
of ideas and information among our members, and 
a channel through which library information from 
other sections of the school library world may reach 
us. Cooperation with the Publicity Committee in 
its work on our Bulletin is essential to its success. 


KATHERINE D. STEELE 
President, C.S.L.A. Northern Section 


EpDITED BY THE PusLiciry CoMMITTEE 
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(Novthern Section) 
OFFICERS, 1929 


President - - - - - - -  Karuertne D. STEELE, San Mateo Junior College, San Mateo 
Vice-President - - - - -  - = Rut Seymour, Tamalpais High School, Mill Valley 
Secretary - - - - - = = 


Potty R. Hatcu, Polytechnic High School, San Francisco 
Treasurer - - = - = = = - - - Mary E. Fox, State Teachers College, Fresno 
Director - - - - - - = = =  Dorotoy M. Crark, Fremont High School, Oakland 


Professional Committee: Chairman, Margaret V. Girdner 
SUB-COMMITTEES 


Training: Chairman, Margaret Girdner 
Study: Chairman, Myra Hoge; Mildred Smith 
Elementary: Chairman, Mrs. Elizabeth Madison; Mary Barmby, Susan T. Smith, 
Emma Gelinas; Rudolph Lindquist, Consultant 
Junior High School: Chairman, Winifred Estabrook; Elizabeth Patton, Birchlyn Marshall 
Senior High School: Chairman, Gladys English; Lillian Morehouse, Essie Primrose 
Junior College: Chairman, Mrs. Nell B. Fuller 
Teachers College: Chairman, Agnes Tobin 
Membership Committee: Chairman, Dorothy Clark; Florence Baker, Dorothea Davis, 
Birchlyn Marshall 
Yearbook Committee: Chairman, Gladys English; Mary Mooney, Mrs. Elizabeth Madison 
Program Committee: Chairman, Helen Price; Lillian Morehouse, Edna Browning, 
Joyce B. Jackson, Mrs. George Primrose 
Publicity Committee: Chairman, Elizabeth Patton; Margaret McCandless, Ruth Seymour, 
Leta Painter, Florence Baker 





MEETINGS 


That school library work is being rec- 
ognized more each year is shown by the 
interest displayed in it at each meeting 
of school and library people. 


One of the sections of the Principals’ 
convention which met in Oakland during 
the week of March 25th was devoted to 
the discussion of the school library. 


Miss Mabel Gillis, State Librarian, 
presided over the meeting. Miss Margaret 
V. Girdner, Librarian of Galileo High 


School, San Francisco, discussed the 
school library in its relation to a school 
program. She made the point that the 
school library offers a distinct type of 
service to all students in a school. She 
also stated that the school librarian be- 
cause of the character of her work ought 
not to be affiliated with any one depart- 
ment of the school lest her activities be 
narrowed. A third point made by Miss 
Girdner was that the school librarian’s 
program should be so arranged as to en- 
able her to have leisure to direct students 
in the use of the library, and to visit 
classes. 


Mr. Andrew Hill, Director of School 
Planning for the State Department of 
Education, discussed the physical equip- 
ment of a school library. He stated that 
it was his belief that the most common 
defect of the school libraries at present 
was a lack of size and seating capacity. 
He added that this defect will become 
increasingly obvious as the libraries grow 
in usage. He expressed his belief that in 
the not too distant future the study hall 
as commonly used today would disap- 
pear from the school plant and a greatly 
increased library would supplant it. Dis- 
cussion followed. 


At the C. L. A. Meeting in Sacrameato 
the morning session on Wednesday, May 
6, 1929, was devoted to school libraries. 

Taking as her subject “Some High 
School Library Visions,” a paper was read 
by Margaret Girdner, Galileo High 
School, San Francisco, in which she par- 
ticularly stressed the relation of school 
librarians and school service. There are 
three ideals of what the library should 
be: first, a means of enriching the cur- 
riculum; second, a means of teaching the 
power to use books wisely as tools; third, 
a means of building up an appreciation 
of books. 


SEROER 


Li ORT 


_XUM 


~~ 9° eee “™ 


eed ' 


es Dt hte OD 


ae 


AL ve 


—XUM 


BULLETIN 3 


The Morrison plan which is being tried 
out by a number of schools in the north- 
ern part of this. state, was discussed at 
some length. Under this plan a shelf of 
about twenty-five books is sent to the 
class room so that the student may do a 
few minutes of supervised reading every 
day. The danger of this plan is three- 
fold: it loses sight of the idea of self- 
education, for the student is getting no 
training in the use of the library and is 
really being taught dependence; the 
library becomes a shipping department; 
therefore, the tendency will be to dis- 
courage good librarians from choosing to 
become school librarians and that posi- 
tion will become simply a clerical one. 


To combat this the librarian must in- 
crease her importance within the school. 
‘The teachers in training school institu- 
tions should be trained to realize the use 
they may make of the library for in- 
structional material. ‘There should be 
statewide supervision of school libraries 
to raise their standard and importance. 


Miss Girdner closed her paper with a 
brief resume of the history of the Califor- 
nia School Library Association, both 
Northern and Southern Sections, what it 
has done, and its plans for the future. 

‘The second speaker of the day was 
Jasmine Britton, Librarian, Elementary 
school Library, Los Angeles, whose topic 
was “New Dimensions in Schools and 
Libraries.” 

The elementary school library is more 
and more in demand. The new type of 
instruction makes use of many books in 
the place of one and stresses the impor- 
tance of the education of the individual 
instead of standardized education. In the 
elementary schools, children should read 
inany books of the same level instead of 
being “stepped up” to more apd more 
difficult ones. ‘lhe elementary school 
librarian helps te grade books correctly, 
she helps in the text book siiuation, she 
finds more and more use for leisure books 
for children, she helps children evaluate 
their own books. 

Miss Britton feels that the special 
needs of a school limit the general library 
collection. In large city systems the 
school should carry its own load, in other 
words, it should have its own L-brary with 
trained librarians in charge and should 
not depend on the public library and 
county library systems. 

Che elementary school library points 
the way for a wider use of the public 


library. There will be better trained 
librarians. School people will use more 
and better books. Librarians will help 
the slow reader as well as the brilliant 
reader under this new type of instruction 
and there will be closer and closer coop- 
eration between the library people and 
the school people. 


Mr. Nicholas Ricciardi, Chief Division 
of City Secondary Schools, State De- 
partment of Education, closed this school 
library session with a very interesting 
talk on “What Our Young People Are 
Thinking.” 

He arrived at his conclusions 2fter 
many talks and discussions with repre- 
sentative high school seniors. He said 
that there have been too many judgments 
of surface behavior. We pay too much 
attention to what adults say about mod- 
ern youth instead of allowing the young 
people to speak for themselves. 


Mr. Ricciardi gained the confidence of 
these young high school seniors and in 
many informal talks, he heard their ideas 
and ideals of life. The results as he pre- 
sented them to us were very interesting 
and valuable, much of it inspirational. 


Let us work toward holding the Cali-~ 
fornia School Library Association meet- 
ing at the same time as the California 
Library Association so that as many of 
us as possible may be present at both 
state meetings. 

In the atmosphere of the Spanish days 
the California School Library Association 
mei in Santa Barbara on April 20th. The 
business meeting was called to order at 
10:30 a.m. in the Santa Barbara High 
School by Miss Helen Estill, president of 
the Southern Section. The minutes of the 
state meeting in Fresno, 1927, were read 
and approved. 


Miss Davis, librarian of Santa Barbara 
High School, welcomed the visitors and 
Miss Steele, president of the Northern 
Section, responded. 


The reports of the standing committees 
of each section were read. 

Margaret Girdner reporting for the 
Professional Committee of the Northern 
Section said the sub-committees for train- 
ing had concerned themselves with the 
study of practices in California school 
libraries and of those in other states. 

Slizabeth Patton reported that the 
Publicity Committee had carried on pub- 
licity through the various educational 
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publications, had mailed publicity an- 
nouncements to all school librarians in 
the Northern part of the state and were 
planning to issue Bulletins this year, the 
first to be published in May. 

Miss Clark repoted for the Member- 
ship Committee. 

Miss English reporting for the Year- 
book Committee, said it had arranged to 
have the information it had collected, 
published and that the Committee had 
subsequently dissolved. 

The Committees of the Southern Sec- 
tion reported as follows: 

Miss Benier said an outline of a course 
of study in library science had been 
formed by her committee and printed. 

The Professional Committee had _ rec- 
ommended that courses in Librarianship 
be offered at the University of California 
at Los Angeles. 

Miss Gwinn made a report on the 
Handbook which she said had developed 
from mimeographed sheets and had then 
been printed. 

Miss Weber reported that the book-list 
committee had formulated a book list for 
high schools and that these may be pur- 
chased at $1.50 from Mr. Conrad of the 
Los Angeles School Department. 

Miss Van Dusen reported on the re- 
lations between school librarians and the 
A. L. A. 

Miss Potter reported on the work of 
the Publicity Committee in the South. 

After the adjournment of the business 
meeting the group gathered at El Paseo 
where luncheon was served. Spanish mu- 
sicians furnished music of the romantic 
past. 

Our guests, Bliss Carman, the poet, and 
Caroline Hazzard, president emeritus of 
Wellesley College, were introduced by 
Mrs. Laura Grover Smith of Virgil Jun- 
ior High School, Los Angeles, whe acted 
as toastmistress. Miss Hazzard told of 
her interest in books, in the growth of 
school libraries and read to us some of 
her delightful poems from “Songs of the 
Sun.” Mr. Carman read from his “Songs 
of Vagabondia.” Miss Ball of Sierra Edu- 
cational News represented the California 
Teachers’ Association. Telegrams of re- 
gret were read from Miss Mabel Gillis of 
the California State Library and Mr. Lip- 
pincott of that publishing house. 

The afternoon meeting held in the 
reading court of the Santa Barbara Pub- 
lic Library was called to order by Miss 
Katherine Steele, president of the North- 
ern Section. She then turned the meeting 
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over to Miss Helen Price of the Univer- 
sity High School, Oakland, chairman of 
the Program Committee. At this time 
Miss Mary Mooney, Director of Libraries 
and Texts in San Francisco Libraries, 
told of her experiences as an adminis- 
trator in establishing schovi libraries in 
San Francisco. Her Problem was unique 
in that in a large city, with schools iong 
and well established, the school libraries 
had to be suddenly and thoroughly estab- 
lished. 

Mrs. Essie Primrose of the Sacramento 
High School toid of the effect of the new 
Morrison plan and the hour period on the 
library. In Sacramento a central library 
is maintained and the original library 
fund expended for additions to it. Each 
department of the school is given a sepa- 
rate and distinct fund with which to pur- 
chase class room libraries. Miss Price of 
Oakland also briefly discussed the effect 
of the plan on their library. 

Mrs. Frances B. Linn, the city librarian 
of Santa Barbara, proved a cordial host- 
ess. Tea was served in the same bowered 
court. Spanish musicians, who had 
brought along their entire families, enter- 
tained. It was all charming and delight- 
ful. 

The gayety and fun of the informal 
dinner at Margaret Baylor Inn was due 
to the cleverness of the Southern Com- 
mittee headed by Laura G. Smith, toast- 
mistress. 

Miss Maybelle Davis, the high school 
librarian of Santa Barbara, made it pos- 
sible for those librarians who could spend 
Sunday in Santa Barbara to visit some 
of the splendid gardens of Montecito. 

The entire meeting was pervaded with 
a feeling of harmony and friendliness. We 
can look at the past year’s definite contri- 
bution with pride: The School Library 
Handbook, the Survey of School Libraries 
which appeared in the California Quar- 
terly of Secondary Education for April, 
1929, and the survey of Junior High 
School Libraries which will be published 
in the June number of the same maga- 
zine, the Library Practice Science course 
worked out by the Jefferson High School 
of Los Angeles, the Outlines of Grade At- 
tainments in Library Use for Grades 10, 
11, and 12, worked cut by Oakland li- 
brarians and countless intangible but 
valuable things which made the year 
successful. This year, we hope, will be 
even more profitable. 

On Saturday, February oth, the librar- 
ians of the senior high schovis of San 
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Francisco met with members of the edu- 
cational and library departments of the 
City and State. The group was called to 
gether so that all those interested in the 
library movement of the San Francisco 
public schools might have an opportunity 
to meet each other. 

All of the various phases of the library 
work were presented. The school system 
of San Francisco was represented by Dr. 
Joseph Marr Gwinn, Superintendent of 
Schools; John C. McGlade, Deputy Su- 
perintendent in charge of senior high 
schools; Walter P. Nolan, Deputy Super- 
intendent in charge of the personnel de- 
partment, and David P. Hardy, Deputy 
Superintendent and business manager. 
Miss Mable Gillis, California State Li- 
brarian, and Sydney B. Mitchell, director 
of the School of Librarianship of the Uni- 
versity of California, represented the 
State. Robert Rea, librarian of the San 
Francisco Public Library, represented the 
city Library. Miss Mary F. Mooney, di- 
rector of the Department of Texts and 
Libraries of the San Francisco public 
schools, acted as toastmistress. 

No formal program was prepared for 
the meeting. Each one present was in- 
troduced by the toastmistress and asked 
to tell about his own individual work in 
connection with the library. 


STUDY COMMITTEE 
SHortT SToRY INDEX ON CARDS 
Librarians: 


Would you like a short story index of 
books used in our high school libraries if 
you could obtain it in printed card form? 
There is a splendid one available which 
may be duplicated for you. If enough 
are interested it can be obtained at small 
expense. Write to me giving your orders 
or suggestions or merely asking questions. 
The advantages of the index are: 

Quick reference for librarian and stu- 
dent alike. 

Eliminates many analytics from card 
catalog. 

Easily kept up to date. 

Economical — saves both money and 
time. 

Write for the list of short story titles 
which have been indexed. If you have a 
collection of short stories not represented 
on this list, please send in the title. Some 
librarians have already sent in theirs and 
have said they would forward cards for 
them. The list now represents titles as 
indexed in there of our libraries. Would 


you not like to do the same? If so, a sam- 
ple card will be sent you. If everyone 
does her bit, the completed index should 
meet the demands of any of our high 
school libraries. The expense involved 
will be nominal, as the work of duplicat- 
ing the index can be done in the various 
schools of the Study Committee. Ad- 
dress Miss Mildred Smith of the Stockton 
High School Library. 


LET US EXCHANGE IDEAS 


If anyone has a new and economical 
method of handling her particular prob- 
lems, no doubt the rest of us would bene- 
fit by knowing about it. If we could see 
and talk to one another as often as we 
would like, we could exchange ideas. As 
distance makes this impossible all too 
often, it is suggested that the Study Com- 
mittee of our Northern Section collect and 
publish such items. If you have found a 
valuable pamphlet or have made a use- 
ful list, won’t you tell us about it that 
we, too, may benefit? Send in your new 
“ideas” and share your “finds,” tell us of 


yyour “lists” and make suggestions. What 


you are thinking and doing and finding 
is what your professional neighbor wants 
to know. Here is one recent list sent in 
by Gladys English of Piedmont High 
School and available at ten cents a copy. 


H§storical Fiction. The Library, Pied- 
mont High School, 1928. This is a splen- 
did list of over 150 titles arranged by 
periods for each country. It gives short 
annotations and is convenient in form. 
You may obtain it by writing to Miss 
English. 


Travel Pamphlet. Schibner’s “Hand- 
book of Travel” tells you how to dress 
that you mav conform to the practice on 
each of the more important liners. Lug- 
gage, hotels, and other items of impor- 
tance receive special attention. There is 


also a splendid list of travel books. Ob- 
tainable from Scribner’s. 


Food Source Map of the World. Suit 
able for bulletin boards in Household 
Arts Department, particularly in Junior 
High Schools. This and numerous pamph- 
lets on cuts of meat, recipes, etc., are ob- 
tainable from Armour & Co., Chicago. 


Birds, Colored plates about 4x5 inches 
in size are obtainable from the Singer 


Sewing Machine Company of Berkeley, 
California. 








China. A list of books to further an 
understanding of her position in the 
world today. Gives annotations. It was 
compiled by the Library Committee, In- 
stitute of Pacific Relations, San Francisco, 
and may be secured from The Mills Col- 
lege Library, Oakland. Single copies, five 
cents; ten or more, three cents each 

These are suggestions of what may be 
done if the response is as expected. It is 
desired that pamphlet lists be made for 
the different subjects and the list printed 
entire in the Bulletin. Your contributions 
will be very much appreciated. Fugitive 
material is not easily come by, but is 
often of inestimable value to the busy 
librarian. Can we not share our finds? 
Send your communications to Miss Myra 
Hoge, Librarian of Napa Union High 
School, Napa, California. 

The “Outlines of Grade Attainments 
in Library Use for Grades 7, 8 and 9,” 
and another for grades 10, 11, and 12, 
have been published as Superintendents’ 
Bulletins by the Superintendent of Schools 
in Oakland. These outlines which are in 
reality lessons in library use, are the re- 
sult of several years of work by the Oak- 
land librarians, the Junior and Senior 
High Schoo! Committees working sepa- 
rately. A similar work is being prepared 
by the Elementary group. 

The Superintendent’s Bulletins may be 
secured from Oakland Public Schools, 
1025 2nd Ave., Oakland. Number 121 is 
grade attainments for grades 10, 11, 12, 
priced at $.40. Further publications of 
Oakland Public Schools that may be of 
interest to librarians are: 

Bulletin 96—Elementary book-list....$.60 


Suppeements 96-1 _............................ .20 
RI siitiattaiisesiiaasiaidali 10 
97—High School Book 

cue teas ci .90 

Supplements 97-1 ................................ 10 

RR aihiiecitra eesti isles 10 


102—Handbook of Library Devel- 
opment of Elementary and 
Junior High Schools ...............20 
119—Outline of grade attainments 
in library use for grades 7, 
5 
The Membership Committee reports a 
fifty per cent increase in membership 
over last year. We welcome the new mem- 
bers at this time and hope our list will 
be a hundred per cent before the next 
meeting. A complete list of active mem- 
bers for 1929 will be published in our De- 
cember Bulletin. Will your name be 
there? 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Director of School Libraries of 
Oakland makes the following announce- 
ments: 

Ethel Bell of the University of Cali- 
fernia and Columbia University has been 
put in charge of the new library in Clare- 
mont Junior High Scheol. It will become 
a demonstration and observation library 
of training of the University of California 
library students. 

Virginia McCabe of the University of 
California School of Librarianship has 

een appointed librarian of the new East 
Oakland High School, 83rd Avenue. 

Jessie Boyd of the University of Cali- 
fornia will go to Lockwood Junior High 
School. 

By agreement between the Oakland 
Public Schools and the School of Librar- 
ianship of the University of California a 
number of cadets in school library train- 
ing will be placed in different Junior and 
Senior High Schools in Oakland on 
recommendation of S. B. Mitchell, Direc- 
ter of the School of Librarianship and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Madison, Director of 
School Libraries, Oakland, acting through 
the Oakland Superintendent in charge. 

The following students received their 
certijicates in Librarianship from the 
University of California, May 15, 1929: 
Erna F. Arpke 
Mrs. Ruth Bellus 
Margaret L. Blaylock 
Lorna Blumann 
Catherine O. Boege 
Jessie FE. Boyd 
Doris I. Brush 
Elizabeth R. Bullitt 
Mrs. Lillian Carpenter 
Elma L. Clark 
Thelma C. Clark 
Lela T. de Otte 
Eleanor Dennett 
Mary V. Evans 
Mrs. Mabel Farrington 
Erma C. Follett 
Isabella M. Frost 
Gladys Green 
Mrs. Genevieve Henkle 
Frances M. Hichborn 
Marialice Howe 
Mrs. Mary Hurt 
Esther H. Jensen 
Eleanor F, Lawrence 
Lillie L. Lew 
Eugenia M. McCabe 
Doris F. Martin 
Helen M. Maughmer 
Bernice M. Mitchell 
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Joan Priestley 
Martha H. Putnam 
Elizabeth S. Richardson 
Tone E. Ross 

Edith Schofield 
Elizabeth G. Scott 
Wilfred L. Shaw 
Matie G. Sinclair 
Dora Smith 

Frances E. Smith 
Edith G. Sperry 
Wilma W. Waite 
Ivae Walker 

Mable S. Wilson 
Alice V. Wright 

Mrs. Eugenia Wyllys 

The newly elected officers of the Cali- 
fornia School Library Association, South- 
ern Section, are: 

President—Miss Rosa B. Cage, Poly- 
technic High, Riverside. 

Vice-President—Miss Marjorie T. Full- 
wood, Franklin Junior High, Long Beach. 

Secretary — Miss Clara Purdum, Mt. 
Vernon High, Los Angeles. 

Treasurer—Miss Lillian L. Dickson, 
Santa Ana High and Jr. College, Santa 
Ana. 

Director—Miss Helen Estill, Fairfax 
High School, Los Angeles. 

Summer Courses in Librarianship are 
being offered in several institutions, Fur- 
ther information regarding the work may 
be secured from cach school. 

University of California, Berkeley, 
July Ist to August 10th, 1929. No courses 
from the first-year curriculum — that is, 
for beginners — are offered. All are ad- 
vanced courses. Graduate students who 
prcpose to take them as electives must 
satisfy the instructor. 

San Jose State Teachers’ College, June 
24th to August 2nd, 1929. San Jose of- 
fers a program especially planned for ex- 
perienced teachers, librarians and others 
interested in school or children’s library 
work. Courses are equivalent to those 
offered during the regular sessions. They 
will be evaluated for credit toward a de- 
gree program provided the student meets 
the other requirements of the department. 
Students who have had less than two 
years of college work should consult the 
head of the department before enrolling. 


University of Oregon, Eugene, June 
24th to August 2nd, 1929, offers the fol- 
lowing undergraduate courses: Elemen- 
tary Cataloguing and Classification; use 
of the Library with special emphasis on 
Reference Books as tools; Book Selec- 
tion; School Library Administration 
Books for the High School Library. 

A Teachers Professional Library in 
connection with the Sacramento City 
School Department, will be opened this 
year. Miss Jewell Gardiner of the Uni- 
versity of California School of Librarian- 
ship has been appointed librarian. 

Mrs. Helen H. White, McClymonds 
High School, Oakland, will attend the 
World’s Library and_ Bibliographical 
Congress in Rome- Venice, June 15-30, 
1929. Incidentally she and her mother 
will tour Italy, France, Germany and 
England. 

Miss Polly Hatch of Polytechnic High 
School, San Francisco, and Miss Ruth 
Thomas of the High School of Commerce, 
will attend Summer Session at the Uni- 
versity of Oregon. 

Miss Gladys English of Piedmont High 
School, Oakland, will be one of the in- 
structors at the University of Oregon, 
Summer Session. 

Mary Elizabeth Fox, Fresno State 
Teachers’ College, will attend the Univer- 
sity of California next fall. 

The next meeting of the California 
School Library Association, Northern 
Section, will be held in connection with 
the California Teachers’ Association, Bay 
Section, in Oakland, Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 18th. Particulars concerning the pro- 
gram will be published later. Save the 
date. 

The next Bulletin will be issued in De- 
cember, The Publicity Committee will be 
glad to receive and will appreciate your 
suggestions and items of general interest. 
We want to know where you are and 
what you are doing. Let us know any 
changes of name, work or address. Kind- 
ly forward material before November Ist, 
to Elizabeth Patton, Garfield Junior 
High School, Berkeley. 

Remember the Bulletin is going to 
grow and it needs the cooperation of you 
who are reading this now. 
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